PACIFISM  AND  VIOLENCE
mic production. Each man would struggle for him-
self, and if he saw another man with something he
wanted, he would seize it, for by assumption no such
social relations as co-operation exist. The saving and
foresight which makes economic production possible
would cease to exist. Man would become a brute,
But in fact the bourgeois had no desire for such a
world. He lived by merchandising and banking, by
capital as opposed to the land which was the basis of
feudal exploitation. Therefore he meant by the * absence
of social restraints *, the absence of any restraint on his
ownership, alienation, or acquisition at will of the capital
by which he lived. Private property is a social * re-
straint \ for others not owning it are * restrained * from
helping themselves to it by force or cunning, as they
could in a * state of nature *; but the bourgeois never
included the ownership of capital as one of the soaal
restraints that should be abolished, for the simple reason
that it was not to him a restraint at all. It never there-
fore altered his head to regard it as such, and he saw
nothing inconsistent in calling for the abolition of
privilege, monopoly, and so forth, while hanging on
to his capital*
Moreover, he had a cogent argument which, when
he became more self-conscious, he could use. A social
restraint is a social relation, that is, a relation between
men. The relation between master and slave is a social
rektion and therefore a restraint on the liberty of one
man by die other. In the same way the relation between
brd and serf is a rektion between mm and a restraint
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